
  
The location of this meeting is accessible and reasonable accommodations will be provided to persons with 
disabilities who require assistance. If you need a reasonable accommodation, please contact the city of 
Newton’s ADA Coordinator, Jini Fairley, at least two business days in advance of the meeting: 
jfairley@newtonma.gov or (617) 796-1253. The city’s TTY/TDD direct line is: 617-796-1089. For the 
Telecommunications Relay Service (TRS), please dial 711. 

Real Property Reuse Committee Agenda 
 

City of Newton 
In City Council 

 
Tuesday, October 22, 2019 

 
7:00 PM 
Room 205 
 
Items Scheduled for Discussion: 
 
#295-19(2) Joint Advisory Planning Group for West Newton Armory 

HER HONOR THE MAYOR submitting pursuant to §2-7(2)b) of the City of Newton 
Revised Ordinances, 2017 the following list of Mayoral appointees to serve on a 
Joint Advisory Planning Group (JAPG) to make recommendations on the future use 
of the West Newton National Guard Armory at 1135 Washington Street, which was 
declared available for sale or lease on September 17, 2019: 
 
(A)  Ted Hess-Mahan, 871 Watertown Street, Newton 
(B)  Sue Parsons, 172 Washington Street, Newton 
(C)  Kelley Brown, 457 Waltham Street, Newton 
(D)  David Koven, 33 Harrison Street, Newton 
 
THE CITY COUNCIL PRESIDENT submitting pursuant to §2-7(2)b) of the City of 
Newton Revised Ordinances, 2017 the following list of City Council appointees to 
serve on a Joint Advisory Planning Group (JAPG) to make recommendations on the 
future use of the West Newton National Guard Armory at 1135 Washington Street, 
which was declared available for sale or lease on September 17, 2019: 
 
(E)  Mitchell Fishman, 41 Brush Hill Road, Newton 
(F)  Jonathan Katz, 16 Cross Street, Newton 
(G)  Lawrence Bauer, 42 Eliot Memorial Road, Newton 
(H)  Barry Abramson, 113 Chestnut Street, Newton 
(I)  Anita Lichtblau, 68 Adela Avenue, Newton 
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letter recommending that a 1200 sq. ft. parcel of land on Brackett Road, Ward 7, 
Newton Centre, known as Property ID: 73005 0002A be made available for sale or 
lease pursuant to Ordinance Section 2-7. 

 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

Victoria Danberg, Chair 
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Consulting Roles: 

Article 80 / MEPA Permitting 
Manager 

Education: 

MBA Finance and Real Estate, 
Northeastern University, 1981 

MURP, Graduate School of 
Public and International Affairs, 
University of Pittsburgh, 1972 

BA Political Science, University 
of Pennsylvania, 1964   

Registrations/Certifications: 

Certified Planner, AICP, Charter 
Member 

Professional Affiliations: 

American Institute of Certified 
Planners 

American Planning Association 

Massachusetts Association of 
Consulting Planners 

Current Experience: 

MLF Consulting LLC
(2010-Present) 

Office: 

41 Brush Hill Road 
Newton, MA 02461 
Tel: 781-760-1726 
Bostonpermitting.com 
mitchfischman@gmail.com 

Staff: 

Yvette Niwa 

Years of Experience: 

45 

Prior Experience: 

Newton Board of Aldermen 

2001-2013 

Newton Economic 
Development Commission 

1987-1996 

Mr. Fischman has over 45 years of experience in planning, environmental 
consulting and real estate development in the public and private sectors. He 
supervises teams of planners, scientists, engineers and surveyors on various 
environmental, planning and permitting projects, particularly those requiring 
close coordination with local and state agencies, and community interest groups.  

His past experience includes senior level planning and development positions at 
the Boston Redevelopment Authority (BRA) from 1972 to 1987 including 
Deputy Director for Development and Urban Design, Director of Institutional 
Planning and Development, and Project Manager for Downtown and Back Bay 
Projects. During his 15-year tenure at the BRA, he was active in both real estate 
and institutional development projects throughout Boston’s neighborhoods. 
Between 1987-1996, he was a permitting/planning consultant for HMM 
Associates/Earth Tech.   Between 1996–2008, he was Vice President of Daylor 
Consulting Group and a permitting/planning consultant. Currently he is the 
principal at Mitchell L. Fischman Consulting LLC as an independent planning 
and permitting consultant. 

Mr. Fischman has directed permitting and planning efforts for numerous private 
sector and institutional clients throughout the city of Boston. His permitting 
experience has also included extensive assignments in Mattapan including for 
the nearby Massachusetts Biologic and Olmsted Green projects. He has also 
completed permitting assignments for major Boston colleges and universities, 
Boston teaching hospitals and new residential, office, retail, hotel and industrial 
projects. He has prepared environmental impact assessments for city, state and 
federal agencies, working closely with MEPA and Boston Redevelopment 
Authority/Boston Planning and Development Agency (BRA/BPDA) officials 
(under Article 80) to resolve challenging issues including permitting, 
transportation, infrastructure, urban design, historic resource and neighborhood 
concerns.  

Filings for recent projects have included 780 American Legion Highway (LPR- 
Roslindale), 135 Dudley Street (LPR- Roxbury), 70 Leo Birmingham Parkway 
(LPR-Brighton), 1550 Soldiers Field Road (LPR-Brighton), 280-290 Warren 
Street (LPR-Roxbury), Madison Park Infill (LPR-Roxbury), and Haynes House 
Renovation (SPRA-Roxbury), 87-93 and 457 West Broadway (Expanded PNF-
So. Boston), 20 West Fifth Street (Expanded PNF-So.Boston), 248 Dorchester 
Avenue (Expanded PNF- So. Boston), and 200 Old Colony Avenue (Expanded 
PNF). Projects over the past 5-years have included 3200 Washington Street 
Residences, Jamaica Plain (Expanded PNF), DOT Block Mixed-Use, Dorchester 
(Expanded PNF), 1235-VFW Parkway Residences, West Roxbury (Expanded 
PNF), Packard Crossing Mixed-Use, Brighton (Expanded PNF), 105 
Washington Street Mixed-Use, 14 West Broadway Residences and West 
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Broadway Hotel, South Boston (Expanded PNF), 121 Brookline Avenue Hotel, Fenway (Expanded PNF), 
Northeastern University’s 10-year (2012-2023) Institutional Master Plan, Northeastern’s Science and Engineering 
Building  (Expanded PNF), GrandMarc at Northeastern 316 Huntington Avenue dormitory  (IMP Amendment and 
NPC), Parcel 25 Mixed-Use, Mission Hill (Expanded PNF, PDA, and MEPA ENF/Waiver of Mandatory EIR), 1467 
and 1486 Tremont Street Residences and 1470 Tremont Street, Mission Hill (SPRA and Expanded PNF), 99 
Tremont Street Residences, Brighton (Expanded PNF and NPC), Parcel U Residences, Jamaica Plain, and 375 
Market Street Residences, Brighton (Expanded PNF). 

Other successful Large Project Review/Small Project Review Applications, Institutional Master Plans, and MEPA 
filings have included Wheelock College’s Riverway House Renovations (IMP/SPRA), Simmons College’s Library 
Replacement and School of Management/Quad (IMP Amendments and LPR), Mass College of Pharmacy’s projects 
on its main campus and along Huntington Avenue (IMP Amendments and LPR/SPRA), the American Cancer 
Center-So. Huntington Avenue (SPRA), Boston University Graduate Student and Faculty Housing - 580 
Commonwealth Avenue (LPR), Sherrill House - So. Huntington Avenue (SPRA), One Brigham Circle (LPR), 
Brewery Lofts - Heath Street (LPR), and Judge Baker Guidance Center - Parker Hill (LPR).  Other Article 80 
permitting projects completed by M. Fischman, previously as permitting manager for Tetra Tech or Daylor 
Consulting Group, included 212-222 Stuart Street, 120 Kingston Street, Parcel 24 project in Chinatown, 
Millennium’s Hayward Place and One Charles developments, The Metropolitan in Chinatown, Two Financial 
Center, State Street Financial Center (One Lincoln Street), 179 Lincoln Street, and several other downtown Boston 
office and residential projects.  Neighborhood projects have included Dorchester Bay’s Quincy 1 & 2, the Market 
Place Project (at Brighton’s-Market and No. Beacon Streets), and Griggs Street project (Allston). 

Mr. Fischman has also significant municipal and regional planning experience with municipal master and site 
planning projects which have led to construction of new public improvements or major revisions to existing 
regulatory frameworks. He has directed master planning efforts in Georgetown, Wellesley, Norton, Chelmsford, 
Haverhill and Billerica; he directed the Blackstone Valley Corridor Four-Town Planning Study (Douglas, 
Northbridge, Sutton and Uxbridge, Massachusetts); conducted natural resource, open space, and recreation planning 
projects for municipalities such as Duxbury, Holliston, Dracut, Maynard, and Haverhill, Massachusetts. Mr. 
Fischman also directed the MetroWest Growth Management Plan effort for the communities of Natick and 
Framingham for the MetroWest Chamber of Commerce. 
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ABRAMSON & ASSOCIATES, Inc.

Real Estate and Public-Private Development Advisory Services

113 Chestnut Street / Newton, MA 02465 /

RESUME 
Barry M. Abramson 

Barry Abramson has over 40 years’ experience in the areas of real estate advisory, 
development, disposition, acquisition, and urban redevelopment.  This experience has 
entailed strategy formulation, market and feasibility analysis, impact analysis, and 
development, marketing and transaction implementation for a broad range of projects. 

Mr. Abramson is President of Abramson & Associates, Inc. which provides a full spectrum of 
real estate advisory services with a particular focus on assisting public and community 
interests understand and achieve their potentials in public-private real estate development 
projects. 

Mr. Abramson previously served as Senior Vice President of Leggat McCall Advisors and its 
successor firm, Bonz & Company, and as Director of Real Estate Advisory Services for the 
New England Region for Laventhol & Horwath, a national consulting and accounting firm. 

On behalf of the F. D. Rich Company, Mr. Abramson managed pre-construction for a 
proposed 400,000 SF mixed-use residential/commercial waterfront development in Boston. 

For the Boston Redevelopment Authority, Mr. Abramson project managed creation of a 
comprehensive market analysis and development strategy for the City’s commercial core, 
Downtown Crossing, culminating in a multibillion dollar program of development. 

Mr. Abramson also worked with public and business development organizations in New York 
City, including the Brooklyn Chamber of Commerce, the New York City Public Development 
Corporation, the Nassau Street Mall Improvement Association, and the US Army Corps of 
Engineers, on projects entailing commercial revitalization and planning. 

Mr. Abramson is active in the Urban Land Institute, having served as co-chair of the 
Boston/New England District Council Real Estate Advisory Committee and chairing and 
serving as a panelist on numerous Technical Assistance Panels organized by that committee 
as well as being a member of ULI Boston’s Housing and Economic Development Council.  Mr. 
Abramson also served on the City of Newton’s Economic Development Commission. 

Mr. Abramson holds a Master of Science in City Planning from Pratt Institute and a Bachelor 
of Arts from Queens College of the City University of New York and is an alumnus of the 
Bronx High School of Science. 
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1000 Commonwealth Avenue ▪ Newton, MA  02459 
617-796-1200                             www.newtonma.gov 

City Clerk 
David A. Olson, CMC City of Newton 

CITY OF NEWTON 
CITY COUNCIL MEETING NOTICE 

FOR 
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 22, 2019 

In accordance with the provisions of Sec. 2-7 of the City of Newton Revised 
Ordinances, 2017, the Real Property Reuse Committee of the City of Newton’s City 
Council is notifying you as an abutter of a 1200 sq. ft. parcel of land on Brackett Road 
that the Committee will begin its initial discussions of a request by the Director of 
Planning and Development to make this city-owned parcel available for sale or lease. 

The meeting will be held on Tuesday, October 22, 2019 at 7:00 pm in Room 
205 on the second floor of Newton City Hall: 

Referred to Real Property Reuse Committee 
#349-19 Reuse of parcel of land on Brackett Road 

DIRECTOR OF PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT submitting on September 13, 2019 a 
letter recommending that a 1200 sq. ft. parcel of land on Brackett Road, Ward 7, 
Newton Centre, known as Property ID: 73005 0002A be made available for sale 
or lease pursuant to Ordinance Section 2-7. 

If you have any questions, please contact the City Clerk’s Office at 617-796-1210. 

David Olson 
Newton City Clerk 
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